
 

 

Global Studies 4883b: Climate Justice 
 

 
Semester 2, 2017-2018 

Monday, 3-6 
CLB-04-04 

Final Exam: April 28th, 9am 
 
INSTRUCTOR
Patrick Taylor Smith 
polspt@nus.edu.sg 
Office: AS1, #04-13 
 
Consultation Hours 
AS1, 04-13 
Monday, 12:30-2:30pm or by appointment 
 
 
COURSE OVERVIEW 
Climate	change	represents	an	unprecedented	challenge	to	our	political	institutions,	social	norms,	and	even	
our	theoretical	concepts.	Since	the	effects	of	climate	change	will	be	 felt	everywhere	and	for	hundreds	of	
years,	 it	creates	concerns	about	global	and	 intergenerational	 justice,	both	singly	and	 in	combination.	This	
module	will	explore	these	issues,	discussing	the	ways	in	which	climate	change	impacts	and	responses	may	
be	 normatively	 criticized	 or	 justified,	 especially	 in	 contexts	 where	 considerations	 of	 justice	 must	 be	
balanced	or	 traded	off.	To	 illustrate,	we	will	also	consider	 the	normative	 issues	surrounding	 resilient	and	
sustainable	development.	
 
 
Students will be able to: 
 
•   Accurately characterize and evaluate our best theories of global and intergenerational justice 

 
•   Meaningfully apply and critique those theories in light of the unique features and challenges 

of climate change 
 

•   Develop and deploy these critical skills in evaluating and justifying a set of global regimes 
and institutions designed to balance appropriately between development and climate 
adaptation 
 

•   Develop their skills at writing thesis-driven, argumentative papers concerning normative 
topics in the context of climate policy 
 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS 
 
1. Reading 

Readings will be available electronically on a weekly basis.  



 

 

 
The texts for this course are difficult ones, and they have to be read carefully and, most 
important, actively if they are to be understood. Reading in this active way is a time-
consuming process.  You should budget enough time to do all assigned reading carefully 
before class.  Doing the reading is the first and most important requirement if you are to 
succeed in this course.  I suggest that you complete each week’s readings in the order in 
which they appear on the syllabus. 

 
2. Exams (45%) 

The course will be divided into three main parts: intergenerational storm, global storm, 
and the evaluation of the resilient development. Each part is relatively independent and 
introduces new issues and concepts. As a result, each part will end with an exam. These 
exams will include concept identifications, short answers, and essay questions. Each 
exam will be worth 15% of their final grade, for a total of 45%. 
 

3.  Response Papers (15%), three essays, each 600 words 
Students will be required to write four short (two page, 600 words) papers in response to 
a reading. Papers are due by the beginning of the class where we will discuss the 
reading. Each papers will be graded both on the accuracy of their account of the paper’s 
argument and on the strength of their objections or extension of that argument. Two 
papers must be completed by Week 7 of the course.  

 
4. Long Essay (30%), 3000-4000 words 

Finally, students will be asked to write a thesis-driven, argumentative paper of at least 
3000 words that explores a normative issue concerning an emerging technology in greater 
detail. The paper will be written in four steps. Overall, the paper will be worth 30% of 
the student’s total grade and each of the four assignments will be worth a percentage of 
that total. 

 
1)   Developing a research question that the professor will vet. (5%) 
2)   A thesis statement along with a brief analysis of the resources the student will 

use to justify it. (5%) 
3)   A rough draft of about 2100 words due four weeks before the end of the 

semester. The instructor will provide detailed feedback and students will be 
evaluated on the extent to which they respond effectively to it. (20%) 

4)   Final paper (70%) 
 
5. Participation (10%) 

Students will be asked to prepare a 100 word response, each week, to an online discussion 
question. Each student, with the exception of the first, will be required to build off of 
another student’s response. Finally, students will also be assessed on the basis of the 
quantity and quality of student participation in the seminar. In class and online 
participation will be worth a combined 10% of students’ final grades. 

 
 
 



 

 

ADDITIONAL POLICIES 
 
Late Papers: Late papers will be subject to a penalty of 1/3 letter grade for each day late 
(weekends will count as one day).  Requests for a waiver of the late penalties will be considered 
if they are made in a timely fashion and supported by a valid, documented reason (typically of a 
medical nature). 
 
Plagiarism: The University treats plagiarism as a very serious offense.  In order to avoid any 
question of plagiarism, please be sure to reference any materials that you quote or paraphrase or 
otherwise incorporate.  The particular format you use for references is unimportant, provided that 
it is clear and consistent throughout. 
 
Get Off the Grid!  Cell phone use is not permitted during class, and laptops and tablets are to be 
used to consult readings and for note-taking purposes only. 
 
Come See Me!  Come and visit me during my office hours, or email me for an appointment, if 
you have a question about the course or would just like to chat. I would be happy to see you! 
 

 
SCHEDULE OF READINGS AND LECTURES 

 
The course is separated broadly into four sections.  
 
Section I: Introduction 
1. The Science and Economics of Climate Change  
-IPCC selections 
   
   
Section II: Global Justice and Climate Change 
2.  Law of Peoples: For and Against 
-‐Stephen	  Gardiner,	  “Rawls	  and	  Climate	  Change:	  Does	  Rawlsian	  Political	  Philosophy	  Pass	  the	  Global	  Test?”	  
-‐Sarah	  Kenehan,	  “In	  Defense	  of	  the	  of	  the	  Duty	  to	  Assist”	  
 
 
3. Pro-Isolationism 
-‐Climate	  Justice	  (selections),	  Eric	  Posner	  and	  David	  Weisbach	  
-‐“Adaptation,	  Mitigation,	  and	  Justice,”	  Dale	  Jameison	  
 
 
4. Against Isolationism 
-‐“Just	  Emissions,	  ”Simon	  Caney	  
-‐Megan	  Blomfield,	  “Global	  Common	  Resources	  and	  the	  Just	  Distribution	  of	  Emission	  Shares”	  	  
 
5.  Domination and Global Climate Treaties	  
Smith 
 
  



 

 

  
Section III: Intergenerational Justice and Climate Change 
6.  Non-Identity Problem 
-‐Reasons	  and	  Persons	  (selections),	  Derek	  Parfit	  
-‐“The	  Non-‐Identity	  Problem,”	  James	  Woodward	  
 
7.  Intergenerational Cooperation I 
-‐	  A	  Theory	  of	  Justice	  and	  Justice	  as	  Fairness	  (selections),	  John	  Rawls	  
 
 
8. Intergenerational Cooperation II 
-‐“The	  Structure	  of	  Intergenerational	  Cooperation,”	  Joseph	  Heath	  
 
   
9.  Intergenerational Exploitation and Community  
-‐“Non-‐Identity,	  Sufficiency,	  and	  Exploitation,”	  Matthew	  Rendall	  
-‐“Identity	  and	  Obligation	  in	  a	  Transgenerational	  Polity,”	  Janna	  Thompson	  
 
10. Intergenerational Domination 
-‐“The	  Intergenerational	  Storm:	  Dilemma	  or	  Domination,”	  Patrick	  Taylor	  Smith	  
 
 
Section IV: Innovation, Resilience, and Development  
11. Development, Mitigation, and Adaptation 
-‐“White	  Paper	  on	  the	  Ethical	  Dimensions	  of	  Climate	  Change,”	  Brown,	  Tuana	  et	  al	  
 
12.  Resilience and Adaptation 
-‐“Vulnerability,	   Resilience,	   and	   Development	   Discourses	   on	   Climate	   Change,”	   Terry	   Cannon,	   Detlef	  
Muller-‐Mahn	  
 
13. Local Communities 
-‐“Local	  Institutions	  and	  Adaptation	  to	  Climate	  Change,”	  Arun	  Agrawal	  
 
 
 
 
 


